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Recreational vehicle industry in Australia 

Recreational vehicles include: 

 Tent trailers 

 Camper trailers 

 Pop top caravans 

 Caravans 

 Slide on campers 

 Campervans 

 Motorhomes 

 5th wheelers 

The Recreational vehicle industry in Australia is coded within the Australian and New 

Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) in three divisions –  

 Division C - Manufacturing 

 Division F – Wholesale trade 

 Division G – Retail trade1 

It includes aspects from each of the following classes: 

 2312 Motor Vehicle Body and Trailer Manufacturing 

 3503 Trailer and Other Motor Vehicle Wholesaling 

 3913 Trailer and Other Motor Vehicle Retailing 

These classifications also include activities such as ambulance converting, boat trailer 

manufacturing, horse float manufacturing, motor vehicle converting, box trailer wholesaling, 

horse float wholesaling, motor cycle wholesaling, box trailer retailing, horse float retailing. 

The repair and maintenance sector is not classified at all in ANZSIC. 

It covers the manufacture of campervans and caravans, the wholesaling of new and used 

campervans and caravans and the retail selling of both new and used campervans and 

caravans as well as the supporting dealer networks. 

Because of the diversity of the recreational vehicle industry and the fact that the industry 

sector is classified within broader classifications, it is difficult to obtain accurate data. 

Note: MSA uses as its main data sources, the latest statistics available from the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the National Centre for Vocational Education Research 

(NCVER). This may result in variations between MSA’s data and the data collected by other 

sources. 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 2006 
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Employment 

Employment data is released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) quarterly 

(February, May, August and November). Because statistics for the recreational vehicle sector 

are embedded in three different classes in ANZSIC, employment data for the recreational 

vehicle sector is not able to be isolated from the May 2010 figures2. 

The Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing Association of Australia (RVMAA) estimated that in 

2009, there were approximately 3,000 people either directly or indirectly employed by 

recreational vehicle manufacturing firms in Australia. The recreational vehicle retailing and 

after-sales sector has been estimated to employ a further 1,700 people3. 

According to the Caravan Industry Australia (CIA), there are over 30 caravan manufacturers, 

60 camper/slide-on manufacturers and 15 motorhome/campervan manufacturers within 

Australia. Over 80% of the manufacturing industry is located in Victoria4.  

Note: It is not possible to obtain data relating to job-share arrangements from the ABS. 

 

  

                                                           
2
 Australian Bureau of Statistics Labour Force May 2010 

3
 Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of Australia Submission to Inquiry into Australian Design Rules (ADRs) 

February 2009 
4
 http://www.ciavic.com.au/  

http://www.ciavic.com.au/
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The Recreational vehicle industry – business size 

The ABS publishes ‘Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits’ annually. 

Data is sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics Business Register (ABSBR).The 

most recent publication for the Financial Year 2008–09 has been used for this information 

sheet. Businesses are classified by their number of employees.  

At the end of the 2008-09 Financial Year the majority (32%) of businesses in the Motor 

vehicle body manufacturing industry (which includes the manufacture of recreational 

vehicles) were located in Victoria5. This data correlates with the data supplied by CIA who 

state that 80% of recreational vehicle manufacturing occurs in Victoria. 

According to IBISWorld, the recreational vehicle manufacturing sector of the Motor vehicle 

body manufacturing industry accounts for approximately 40% of the industry. This segment 

of the industry is predicted to continue to grow as the baby-boomers move into retirement6. 

2010 saw the number of recreational vehicles produced in Australia reach a new high of 

21,000 units7. 

 

                                                           
5
 Australian Bureau of Statistics Counts of Australian Businesses 2008-09 accessed September 2011 

6
 IBISWorld 2010, Motor Vehicle Body Manufacturing in Australia accessed September 2011 

7
 Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of Australia Industry stats www.rvmaa.com.au/6154/INDUSTRY_STATS 

accessed September 2011 

0

50

100

150

200

250

N
e
w

 S
o
u
th

 W
a
le

s

V
ic

to
ri
a

Q
u
e
e
n
s
la

n
d

S
o
u
th

 A
u
s
tr

a
lia

W
e
s
te

rn
 A

u
s
tr

a
lia

T
a

s
m

a
n
ia

N
o
rt

h
e
n
 T

e
rr

it
o
ry

A
u
s
tr

a
lia

n
 C

a
p
it
a
l 
T

e
rr

it
o
ry

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

b
u

s
in

e
s
s
e
s

State

Motor vehicle body manufacturing industry 
Australia

Businesses by state and business size June 2009

Non employing

1-19

20-199

200+ 

Source: ABS Counts of Australian Businesses 2008-09

http://www.rvmaa.com.au/6154/INDUSTRY_STATS
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At the end of the 2008-09 Financial Year there were 393 businesses operating in the trailer 

and caravan dealing industry. Victoria accounted for approximately 27% of these 

businesses8. 

IBISWorld predicts that industry revenue will increase by 4.9% annually over the next four 

years9 

 

 
 

 

  

                                                           
8
 Australian Bureau of Statistics Counts of Australian Businesses 2008-09 accessed September 2011 

9
 IBISWorld 2010 Trailer and Caravan Dealing in Australia accessed September 2011 
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Skills and training 

The Education and Work report is published by the ABS annually. The most recent edition of 

Education and Work May 2010 was published in November 2010. Data published in the 

Education and Work report is classified according to the Australian Standard Classification of 

Education 2001 (ASCED). 

In ASCED the most relevant classification is the narrow field: 0305 Automotive engineering 

and technology. This classification includes (but is not limited to): 

 030501 Automotive engineering 

 030503 Vehicle mechanics 

 030505 Automotive electrics and electronics 

 030507 Automotive vehicle refinishing 

 030509 Automotive body construction 

 030513 Upholstery and vehicle trimming.10 

Education and Work May 2010 only contains data relating to the broad field ‘03 Engineering 

and Related Technologies’11 and is too broad to be considered within this document. 

In early 2009, the recreational vehicle industry asked Manufacturing Skills Australia (MSA) to 

take responsibility for their qualifications. Responsibility had previously been with the Service 

Industry Skills Council (Service Skills Australia – SSA). This move saw a splitting of the 

operation of caravan parks (which stayed with SSA) from the manufacture, service and 

repair, and vehicle and accessories sales qualifications which moved to MSA.  

Following a review of the qualifications, they were relocated in the MSA07 Manufacturing 

Training Package12. 

Note: The training data within this information sheet contains information relating only to the 

Recreational Vehicle qualifications.  

  

                                                           
10

 Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian Standard Classification of Education 2001 
11

 Australian Bureau of Statistics Education and Work May 2010 
12

 Training.gov.au http://traininging.gov.au  

http://traininging.gov.au/
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The National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER) collects data on 

commencements and completions in vocational education qualifications via two instruments 

– the National Apprentice and trainee collection and the National VET provider collection.  

The National Apprentice and trainee collection includes data for all formally notified 

apprentices and trainees attending either publicly funded or private RTOs.  

The National VET provider collection only contains data from publicly funded institutions such 

as Technical and Further Education (TAFE) colleges. Data is collected for the apprentice and 

trainee collection quarterly and for the VET provider collection annually. 

This data is can also be accessed via NCVER’s database – VOCSTATS. 
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In 2009, 125 people commenced a formal contract of training in a recreational vehicle 

qualification while 25 people completed a formal contract of training. Over 90% of 

commencements and completions were at Certificate III level.  

The majority of enrolments (89) were in Certificate III in Recreational Vehicle 

Manufacturing13. These accounted for nearly 48% of contract commencements.  

25 people completed a recreational vehicle apprenticeship or traineeship in 2009, including 

18 who completed the Certificate III in Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing14. 

There were no apprenticeships or traineeships at Certificate IV or higher in 2009. There is no 

Certificate I qualification for recreational vehicles. 

 

 
 

 

  

                                                           
13

 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
14

 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
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During 2009, 114 people commenced a recreational vehicle qualification at a publicly funded 

institution. The majority of commencements (67) were in the Certificate III in Recreational 

Vehicle Manufacturing15. 40 people completed a recreational vehicle qualification at a 

publicly funded institution. Of the qualifications completed, 21 were in Certificate III in 

Recreational Vehicle servicing16. There were no enrolments or completions at Certificate IV 

level. 
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 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
16

 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
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Over 97% of all commencements were male with the largest course enrolment (63) being 

males enrolling into Certificate III in Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing. The chosen 

qualification in 2009 for women was Certificate III in Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing  

(two enrolments). One person did not identify their gender17. 
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 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
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Males made up all the completions in recreational vehicle qualifications with 40 graduating in 

2009. The qualification with the most completions (21) was Certificate III in Recreational 

Vehicle Servicing. 

 

 

 

There were no commencements at Certificate IV level or higher through apprenticeship and 

traineeship contracts or through publicly funded institutions in 200918. 

 

  

                                                           
18

 National Centre for Vocational Education Research VOCSTATS accessed September 2011 
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Contribution to the economy 

One measure of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is ‘Industry Value Added’ (IVA). Because of 

the way the Recreational vehicle sector is classified, it not possible to calculate the 

contribution of the industry to the Australian economy via IVA using ABS data. IBISWorld 

estimates that the Motor vehicle body manufacturing industry will be worth $3.6 billion in 

2011. The recreational vehicle manufacturing sectors account for 39.9% of that revenue. 

This figure does not include the contribution made by the retail and after-sales servicing 

sector19. 

According to IBISWorld estimates, in 2009-10, the Trailer and caravan retail sector 

generated $1.8 billion in revenue. Estimates for 2010-11 have not been released by 

IBISWorld20. 

 

─ END ─ 

                                                           
19

 IBISWorld Motor Vehicle Body and Trailer Manufacturing in Australia 2011 accessed September 2011 
20

 IBISWorld Trailer and Caravan Dealing in Australia 2010 accessed September 2011 


