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Furnishing manufacturing industry in Australia

The Furnishing manufacturing industry in Australia is coded primarily within the Australian
and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC) in Division C Manufacturing,
Subdivision 25 Furniture and Other Manufacturing and is Group 251 Furniture
Manufacturing®.

It includes:

e 2511 Wooden Furniture and Upholstered Seat Manufacturing
e 2512 Metal Furniture Manufacturing

e 2513 Mattress Manufacturing

e 2519 Other Furniture Manufacturing

It also includes some elements of Class 2592 Toy, Sporting and Recreational Product
Manufacturing such as:

o Billiard, snooker or pool table and equipment manufacturing
o Cricket set manufacturing
o Wooden toy manufacturing

It covers the manufacture of domestic household furniture including disassembled (flat pack)
furniture, upholstered furniture such as chairs and sofas, the re-upholstering of furniture,
outdoor and office furniture (including filing cabinets), beds and mattresses, wooden, metal,
bamboo, cane and fibreglass furniture. It also includes the manufacture and repair of musical
instruments as well as French polishing and furniture finishing (Class 3692 Manufacturing not
elsewhere classified, and Class 9499 Other Repair and Maintenance not elsewhere
classified.)

There is considerable crossover into the construction industry with qualifications in areas
such as Interior Decoration (Retail Services), Flooring Technology and Glazing. Flooring
technology is classified under Class 3243 Tiling and Carpeting Services. Interior decoration
is classified under Class 6924 Other Specialised Design Services. Glazing is covered under
two classes — Class 3245 Glazing Services and Class 2223 Architectural Aluminium Product
Manufacturing.

The manufacture of screens, curtains, blinds and awnings is classified under Class 3239
Other Building Installation Services in Division E Construction and under Class 1333 Cut and
Sewn Textile Product Manufacturing. Wood-framed door and window manufacturing is
classified under Class 1492 Wooden Structural Fitting and Component Manufacturing. This
class also includes the manufacturing of pre-fabricated, wooden built-in cabinets and
cupboards and their installation.

Because of the diversity of the furnishing manufacturing industry, it is difficult to obtain
accurate data. The data quoted is for Group 251 Furniture Manufacturing unless otherwise
stated.

! Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 2006
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Employment

Employment data is released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) quarterly
(February, May, August and November). May 2009 figures showed that the Furnishing
manufacturing industry employed 52,000 people. This is 5.2% of the total number of people
employed in manufacturing nationally. The majority were males who were employed full-time.
Women made up only 16% of the workforce with just over one third of women employed
part-time?.

Furnishing manufacturing industry
Employment by gender May 2009

= Males Employed Full Time
(39,000)

= Males Employed Part Time
(5,000)

= Females Employed Full Time
(5,000)

= Females Employed Part Time
(3,000)

Source: ABS Labour Force May 2009

2 Australian Bureau of Statistics Labour Force May 2009
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The majority of the furnishing manufacturing workforce is employed in New South Wales and
Queensland (14,000 people in each state®). There are no employment statistics relating to
the furnishing manufacturing industry available for the Northern Territory and the number of
people employed in the industry in Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory is below
1,000 persons (the minimum measurement unit).

Furnishing manufacturing industry
Employment by state and gender May 2009
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® Australian Bureau of Statistics Labour Force May 2009
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Unlike the manufacturing industry in general, furnishing manufacturing has a lower
percentage of workers over the age of 35 — 58% as compared with 65% for the

manufacturing industry in general®. The median age, 39, is lower and closer to the median
age, 37, of workers in all industries.

Furniture and Other Manufacturing - Employed persons by age
compared to All Industries, annual average 2008 (% share of employment)
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Source: http://www.skillsinfo.gov.au/skills/ Industry Profiles/Workforce Ageing/

* Manufacturing Skills Australia, Manufacturing in Australia infosheet October 2009
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The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) projects that
employment within the Furniture and Other Manufacturing industry will decrease by 2.3%
over the period 2008 — 09 to 2013 — 14. This is almost twice the projected decrease for the
manufacturing industry in general®.

Manufacturing - Projected Employment Growth
(% pa) to 2013-14
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Source: http://www.skillsinfo.gov.au/skills/ Industry Profiles/Workforce Ageing

> http://www.skillsinfo.gov.au/skills/ Industry Profiles/Workforce Ageing
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The Furnishing manufacturing industry — business size

In 2006 the ANZSIC underwent a major review and the majority of classifications were
changed. The ABS report, ‘Counts of Australian Businesses 2007’ uses the codes from
ANZSIC 1993. Due to this, accurate data relating to the number of businesses operating
within the furnishing manufacturing industry is difficult to obtain.

At the commencement of the 2006 - 2007 Financial Year, the majority (29%) of businesses in
the furnishing industry were located in New South Wales®.

Furnishing manufacturing industry
Businesses by state June 2007

= New South Wales (4,953)

206 1% ~1%

= Victoria (4,482)
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= Northern Territory (141)

= Australian Capital Territory
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Source: ABS Counts of Australian Businesses 2007

® Australian Bureau of Statistics Counts of Australian Businesses 2007
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The sector ‘Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing n.e.c.” had the most number of
businesses operating in 2006 — 07. This sector included the manufacture of metal awnings,
bathroom and toilet fittings, baths, metal framed cabinets, mattress supports (woven wire,
link mesh or wire spring), window or door fittings (metal). It also included the manufacture of
many other items such as barbecues, chimney stacks, clothes hoists, fire sprinklers, freight
containers, livestock yarding equipment, masts, gas or water meters, pressure cookers, etc’.
If this sector is removed from the data, Wooden Furniture and Upholstered Seat

Manufacturing would then have been the largest sector with 6,939 businesses operating in
2006 -07°.

Furnishing manufacturng industry
Business numbers by ANZSIC group June 2007

= \Wooden Furniture and
Upholstered Seat
Manufacturing (6,939)

= Sheet Metal Furniture
Manufacturing (378)

= Mattress Manufacturing
(Except Rubber) (129)

® Furniture Manufacturing n.e.c.
(1,812)

= Rubber Product
Manufacturing n.e.c. (249)

= Fabricated Metal Product
Manufacturing n.e.c. (7,299)

Source: ABS Counts of Australian Businesses 2007
*n.e.c - not elsewhere classified

7 Australian Bureau of Statistics ANZSIC 1993
8 Australian Bureau of Statistics Counts of Australian Businesses 2007
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Skills and training

The Education and Work report is published by the ABS annually. The most recent edition of
Education and Work May 2009 was published in November 2009. Data published in the
Education and Work report is classified according to the Australian Standard Classification of
Education 2001 (ASCED).

In Education and Work May 2009 the most relevant classification is the narrow field: 0301
Manufacturing engineering and technology. This classification includes (but is not limited to):

¢ 030101 Manufacturing engineering

e 030111 Wood machining and turning

e 030113 Cabinet making

e 030115 Furniture upholstery and renovation

e 030117 Furniture polishing

e 030199 Manufacturing engineering and technology n.e.c.’

Education and Work May 2009 only contains data relating to the broad field ‘03 Engineering
and Related Technologies’* and is too broad to be considered within this document.

The Furnishing manufacturing industry is covered by the LMFO02 Furnishing Training
Package. There are 51 qualifications in the Training Package ranging from Certificate | to
Advanced Diploma**. The Training Package is currently under review in line with the
continuous improvement guidelines from the National Quality Council.

Please note that the training data within this information sheet contains information relating to
this Training Package as well as previous Training Packages.

? Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian Standard Classification of Education 2001

10 Australian Bureau of Statistics Education and Work May 2009

! National Training Information Service www.ntis.com.au
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The National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER) collects data on
commencements and completions in vocational education qualifications via two instruments
— the National Apprentice and trainee collection and the National VET provider collection.
The National Apprentice and trainee collection includes data for all formally notified
apprentices and trainees attending either publicly funded or private RTOs. The National VET
provider collection only contains data from publicly funded institutions such as Technical and
Further Education (TAFE) colleges. Data is collected for the apprentice and trainee collection
quarterly and for the VET provider collection annually.

In 2008, 3,058 people commenced a formal contract of training in a qualification from a LMF
Training Package while 1,461 people completed a formal contract of training. Over 65% of
commencements and completions were at Certificate Il level.

The majority of enrolments (1,787) were in Certificate Il in Furniture Making (Cabinet
Making)*?. These accounted for nearly 64% of contract commencements.

1,461 people completed an LMF apprenticeship or traineeship in 2008, including 865 who
completed the Certificate Ill in Furniture Making (Cabinet Making)®2.

There were no apprenticeships or traineeships offered at Certificate | or Certificate IV or
higher in 2008.

Furnishing manufacturing industry
Apprentice and trainees 2008
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Source: NCVER 2009 National Apprentice and trainee collection

!2 National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 Apprentice and trainee collection
'3 National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National Apprentice and trainee collection
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During 2008, 10,595 people commenced a qualification from the LMF02 Training Package at
a publicly funded institution. The majority of commencements (4,845) were in the Certificate
1l in Furniture Making (Cabinet Making)'. 1,636 people completed a qualification from the
LMFO02 Training Package at a publicly funded institution. Of the qualifications completed, 658
were in Certificate Ill in Furniture Making (Cabinet Making)®®.

LMF qualifications uptake in publicly funded institutions
By state 2008
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Source: NCVER National VET provider collection 2009

LMF qualifications uptake in publicly funded institutions
By qualification level 2008
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* National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National VET collection
'* National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National VET collection
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93% of all commencements were male with the largest course enrolment (4,706) being
males enrolling into Certificate 11l in Furniture Making (Cabinet Making). The most frequently
chosen qualification in 2008 for women was Certificate | in Furnishings (140 enrolments)*®.

LMF enrolments in publicly funded institutions
By gender 2008
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Source: NCVER National VET provider collection 2009

!¢ National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National VET provider collection (unpublished)
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As with commencements, males made up the majority of completions with 1,539 graduating
in 2008. The qualification with the most completions (644) was Certificate Il in Furniture
Making (Cabinet Making). Certificate | in Furnishings had the most female graduates (21).

LMF completions in publicly finded institutions
By gender 2008
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While there were no commencement of contracts at Certificate IV level or higher through
apprenticeship and traineeship contracts, 41 people commenced a qualification at Certificate
IV level or above through a publicly funded institution in 2008"".

Commencements at AQF Certificate IV or higher
By type of commencement 2008
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' National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National Apprentice and trainee collection
National Centre for Vocational Education Research 2009 National VET provider collection
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Contribution to the economy

One measure of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is ‘industry value added’ (IVA). In the

Financial Year ending June 2007, Furnishing manufacturing contributed $1.5 billion to the
Australian economy*®.

Furnishing manufacturing industry
Industry value added by sector June 2007

= Wooden Furniture and
Upholstered Seat Manufacturing
($944 million)

= Metal Furniture Manufacturing
($322 million)

= Mattress Manufacturing ($135
million)

= Other Furniture Manufacturing
($156 million)

Source: ABS Manufacturing Industry, Australia 2006 — 07

—END —

'8 Australian Bureau of Statistics Manufacturing Industry, Australia 2006 - 07
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